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What would we like parents to know about remote learning right now? 
Roxanne: I want to start off by naming that we are trying to learn and teach during a worldwide crisis. 
None of us is spared from the impact of this time. We are all doing our best to keep our 
students/children learning, calm, and happy.  Our goals as a  school are for students, families, and 
teachers to feel safe, connected and supported.  
 
Where Children in Upper Elementary are Developmentally 
Kathy: I’m going to briefly talk about what typically happens with development in the UE student, and 
then connect it to how that might be the same or different now that our world has turned upside down.  
Typically, Students in UE are practicing becoming independent, they are developing and maintaining 
friendships, they are discovering their “voice” separate from those of their parents. They have strong 
opinions about many things, and their opinions may be different from yours! As children are moving 
through UE, their intellectual world opens up and they’re sponges for knowledge. This thirst for 
knowledge is one of the foundations of teaching the UE student.  
 
Cognitively, they’re able to think critically, share their views and thoughts and are curious about how 
things work, so you’ll still get lots of questions from them. They’ll want to be involved in major decision 
making, and may enjoy planning things. These days this might mean that they are wondering a great 
deal about the pandemic, and may have lots of questions. Please think of helping them get the 
answers they need without overwhelming them. It may be best, for example, to talk with them about it 
(if they ask) in the mornings/afternoons rather than right before bed. Students have been sharing that 
sometimes at night time they start worrying. That’s true for many humans. It’s best to help them figure 
out ways to de-stress before bed, rather than to bring up the pandemic, if you can. 
 
 
What is Remote Learning? 
Roxanne: Okay so what is remote learning? Two-thirds of the way during the school year, we had to 
close our physical school, so that folks can be home and work and learn from there.  Grounded in our 
Montessori philosophy, are constantly thinking about our students’ needs--to be social, connect with 
their teachers and engage in meaningful learning. We looked at our current schedule, and shortened 
the times of classes and shortened their lengths and included numerous breaks during the day. Best 
practice says that you cannot just run a full day online. That work is ongoing and we are thinking 
about how to best structure time during the day. Teachers devised ways to connect with students 
using virtual means by playing games, making puppets and hanging out. Work is being assigned. 



Feedback is being given the loop rolls on. We have surmised that learning and teaching takes longer. 
Giving feedback takes longer. We need to slow down. There has to be time to process and absorb 
information. Students and teachers had to learn how to be online. A Lot. We implemented Zoom as 
our primary platform, with google suite as a way to pass materials to and fro, students also use jot 
form to submit work being done by hand. 
 
Remote learning includes time for synchronous--all together learning and connection. And 
asynchronous learning when students hone into their skills of independence and curiosity spend time 
thinking, writing, reading and doing math. We are also nurturing a love of reading (the platforms 
Learning Ally and Epic! are great resources here). Our model supports and balances our students’ 
learning needs and social needs. Montessori is about developing curiosity, independence, 
student-directed work, critical thinking, connection to the real world, developing lifelong skills. Our 
curriculum already includes projects and those will continue and evolve during the remote format. As 
Montessori educators we are observers: our teachers are paying attention as much as they can and 
are getting to know our students and families in new ways. They are noticing those who need support 
and those who are thriving. One important goal of the teachers right now is to help students hone 
their executive functioning skills: being able to prioritize and break down tasks into smaller chunks 
and see work to completion. 
 
How are we reporting? 
As we close in on the end of the year, reporting is on our mind. We are thinking about reporting using 
an equity lens. We don’t want to penalize students for any challenges that may have come up during 
this time so grading right now doesn’t make sense. Authentic feedback is our focus. We are paying 
attention to observing authentic behavior. Schools all across the country are trying to figure out how 
to assess and report on student progress in our current circumstances and we are a part of this large 
conversation in education and we are all trying to figure out the way forward together.  
 
Kathy: In this crisis you may discover that your child is finding it harder to learn new material. This is 
NORMAL because our brains don’t have as much room to process new material when we’re caught 
up in how tough things may be right now. Do know that when we get back to real life children will 
zoom ahead ! They will catch up quickly. And teachers will always meet them where they are!  
 
In the social/emotional realm, children this age are able to form stronger, more complex peer 
relationships and it might be hard to keep track of who’s in or out of their group at any given moment. 
Being apart from friends now is a real loss. Their conscience is developing and they'll have a strong 
sense of fairness; these feelings may translate into action such as wanting to do something practical 
to help those less fortunate. They may become easily embarrassed or upset by criticism. Their moods 
may change from one moment to the next. Making sure that they have chores, that they can 
participate in helping the family, will give them confidence and will boost their feelings of self-worth. In 
general you may see more bursts of anger, striving towards independence (not wanting your 
involvement) but - they still need us to not go away! And this is all true WITHOUT living in this chronic 
crisis. Keep in mind too, that children are moving towards puberty, and that can bring a host of 



emotional changes for them far before you notice any physical changes. Much of what I described 
may be more pronounced right now. 
 
 
Q&A: 
Parents asked the following questions during the live session: 
Can we streamline the way they have to access coursework outside of the core home room? 
Yes. We are working on cleaning up the schedule and streamlining it. It is an ongoing process. 
 
Can reading groups start a new book? Yes. We are working to ensure that all students have 
access to books while at home. 
 
How will this time and work done (or not done) be reflected in reports? There are so many 
factors impacting students’ ability to complete assignments during this time. The goal of reports will 
be to share our authentic assessments of student growth. We are not penalizing students instead we 
are focusing on how they have navigated this time and shown themselves during this crisis. 
 
Can the school help the students navigate online language and treating each other nicely? 
Yes. These conversations will take place with advisors. We will find times during the coming week to 
check in with students about online behavior. 
 
How much teaching (of new materials) are planned for as far as curriculum is concerned? We 
are in the midst of teaching new material now in culture, math and reading groups will start soon. 
 
Is it best for 5th grade to have dance and PE one after the other same day? Good point. We will 
adjust the schedule going forward. 
 
Is there any indication of whether this online learning will extend to the fall for the new school 
year? We are waiting to hear from officials about this.  
 
Podcast suggestions:  
The following podcasts offer some great, educational programming for kids: Brains on!, Pickle, Circle 
Round, Wow in the World, Story Pirates, This American Life, What if World, Stories Podcast, There 
Goes the Neighborhood(about Gentrification in NYC), and Constitutional. 
 
*A note about Learning Ally: if you don’t remember your log-in, email your student’s advisor and 
Jennifer Goldfrank, who can send you the info. This is a great online learning tool for all students 
(students do not need to have a documented disability to use it). Teachers are using Learning Ally to 
assign/suggest materials for culture.  


